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Annual Conference 
Garrison activity and conference center, HSU 

Arkadelphia, ar 

March 8-9, 2012 

 

WHO: Family and Consumer Sciences and related professionals working in 
educational, service, medical, and business settings. 

 

WHAT: You are invited to participate in a stimulating and integrative 
professional conference designed to provide opportunities to learn, 
share, and network with other professionals.   

 

DATE: March 8-9, 2012 
 

WHERE: Garrison Activity and Conference Center (#20 on map), HSU 
 Banquet Room, HSU Campus 
 1100 Henderson Street 
 Arkadelphia, AR 71999 
 

Now is the time to make your plans to attend!  Here’s how: 

 

 Complete the registration form included in this mailing.  Full conference 
registration is $70.00 for professionals and $40.00 for students. The registration fee includes 
conference sessions, refreshments, and lunch on Thursday and lunch and refreshments on 
Friday.   Participants have the option of attending one or both days of the conference.  
Complete and return the registration form with payment on or before February 24 to:  
 

Connie Phelps, ArAFCS Registration 

Box 7734 

Henderson State University 

Arkadelphia, AR 71999 

(Make checks payable to ArAFCS) 

 

 Make travel and lodging arrangements.  Make your reservations directly with a 
hotel.  Overnight lodging options include:  Holiday Inn, 7 Frost Rd, Arkadelphia, 
870.403.0880; Hampton Inn, 108 Malvern Rd, Arkadelphia, 870.403.0800; or Captain 
Henderson House (3 rooms still available, mention Patti Miley to reserve a room), 349 N 
10th, Arkadelphia, 870.230.5544.  Four rooms have been reserved for university student 
groups at the Hampton Inn.  If you are an advisor to a university pre-professional section, 
please email Connie Phelps at phelpscs@hsu.edu before February 24, 2012 to either 
confirm or release the room reserved for your student group. 

  

 SILENT AUCTION: Plans have been made to have a Silent Suction during the Annual Spring 
Convention of the ArAFCS Affiliate on March 9, 2012, to be held at Henderson State 
University in Arkadelphia.  Individuals and the ArAFCS Student Section units are asked to 
bring items for the auction.  Proceeds from the auction will be used for projects/trip 
expenses/recruiting/etc., as determined by the Board.  

mailto:phelpscs@hsu.edu
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AAFCS Conference 
 

Pre-Conference Educational tour & luncheon:  

March 8, 2012 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

10:00-12:00 Guided Tour: Garvan Woodland Gardens  
550 Arkridge Rd 
Hot  Springs National Park, AR 71913 
501.262.9300 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

1:00 – 3:00   Luncheon:  The Honeycomb Restaurant 
  705 Main Street 

Arkadelphia, AR 
 

Speaker: Michael L. Benjamin, M.P.H., CAE, “Mental Health in the Workplace” 
 
Appointed in September 2006, Michael L. Benjamin currently serves as the 
executive director of the Family, Career and Community Leaders of America 
(FCCLA).  As executive director, he is responsible for the overall management and 
day-to-day operations (annual budget $4.5 million) of a twenty-six member staff.  
Prior to his appointment with FCCLA, Michael served as executive director of The 
National Council on Family Relations (NCFR) in Minneapolis, MN.  Before that he 
was executive director of the Institute for Mental Health Initiatives, a component of 
the School of Public Health, George Washington University in Washington, DC.  
Throughout his career, he has worked on a variety of family issues, including work 
and family, mental health and the family, fatherhood, violence prevention and 
cultural diversity.  As executive director of NCFR, he was responsible for developing 
the proposal in which he served as principal investigator of a $5 million five year 

Discover the Gardens 

 
From the dynamic architectural structures to 
the majestic botanical landscapes, Garvan 
Woodland Gardens offers breathtaking sights 
(and fantastic photo opportunities!) at every 
turn. 
 
http://www.garvangardens.com/   
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federal grant awarded to NCFR in September 2004 from the , U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Administration on Children and Families to establish a 
National Healthy Marriage Resource Center (NHMRC).  Sub-contractors to the 
NMHRC included Child Trends (a Washington, DC non-profit think tank), Brigham 
Young U., Syracuse U., Norfolk State U., Texas Tech U. and the U. of Minnesota. In 
addition, he was awarded an additional $250,000 grant ($50,000 annually) from 
The Annie E. Casey Foundation to supplement the National Healthy Marriage 
Resource Center. 

 Michael is currently chair of the North Carolina A & T State University’s Human 
Environment and Family Sciences Advisory Board and a past member the University 
of Minnesota’s Family Social Science Advisory Board. He holds a Bachelors of Art 
degree in psychology from Texas Southern University in Houston and a Masters in 
Public Health from Yale University.  In 2006, Michael earned the designation of 
Certified Association Executive (CAE) from the American Society of Association 
Executives.  

 

3:00 – 5:00  AAFCS Board Meeting, Captain Henderson House, 349 N 10th, Arkadelphia 

 

  
7:00 p.m. HABIBI, A film by Susan Youssef 
  Garrison Conference Center, Lecture Hall 
  3ÈÏ×Î ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ &ÏÃÕÓ 7ÅÅËȟ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ )ÓÓÕÅÓ 

 
Susan Youssef (Director, Writer, Producer, Editor) 
Habibi, Susan’s first feature, is an official selection for the 2011 Venice Film Festival 
and Toronto International Film Festival. For her work on Habibi, Filmmaker 
magazine named her one of the “25 New Faces” to watch for in 2010. Prior to Habibi, 
Susan made five short films. Susan animated and directed the short West 
Fingerboard Road, which screened at the 2010 International Short Film Festival – 
Oberhausen. Her documentary on American Catholics marching to Guantanomo to 
visit the prisoners, For the Least, screened at Sundance Film Festival and New 
Museum in 2007. Her narrative short, Marjoun and the Flying Headscarf, was one of 
the first pieces of fiction in the U.S. to feature a hijabi (veiled) protagonist and also 
screened at the Sundance Film Festival in 2006. Forbidden to Wander, a 
documentary about her romance in the Gaza Strip, screened at the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York in 2005 despite protests. Her first narrative short, Las 
Amigas Bonitas, screened at Outfest and Slamdance Film Festival. Prior to 
filmmaking, she was a teacher and journalist in Beirut. She has a Master in Fine Arts 
from the University of Texas, where she was a Presidential Scholar, and is a 
Fulbright Fellow. She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts with Distinction from the 
University of Virginia. Susan was born in Brooklyn, New York. 

  
Short Synopsis 
Two students in the West Bank are forced to return home to Gaza, where their love 
defies tradition. Set in Gaza in 2001, Habibi is a modern retelling of the romance 
Majnun Layla. In seventh century Arabia, a poet fell in love with Layla. Because of 
the intensity of his passion, he was called ‘Majnun Layla,’ which translates as 
‘Madman for Layla.’ The film features Majnun Layla’s original poems as the graffiti 
that Qays writes across town. “Habibi” is Arabic for “darling” and is the film title for 
non-Arabic speaking audiences. The full Arabic title is Habibi Rasak Kharban, which 
translates as “darling, something’s wrong with your head.”
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ArAFCS Annual Conference: Friday, March 9, 2012 

 8:30 – 9:30  Registration  

Garrison Activity and Conference Center (#20 on map),  
  Banquet Room, HSU Campus 

SILENT AUCTION 

9:30 – 10:30  Speaker: Dr. Laura Connerly, University of Arkansas, Cooperative 

Extension Service, “Financial Literacy” 

 
10:30 – 11:00 Speaker: Penny Whelchel, MS, RD, “My Plate vs. My Pyramid: A 

Comparison” 

11:00– 11:30 Speaker: Heather Fulmer, Entrepreneur, “The Challenges of Opening 
a Business While Working Full-time” 

11:45 – 1:00  Awards Luncheon 

1:00 – 2:00 Speaker: Dr. Lindsey Shirley, Utah State University, “Using 
Technology to Present FCS Content” 

Dr. Lindsey Shirley is an Assistant Professor of Family and Consumer 
Sciences (FCS) Education at Utah State University.  An integral part of her 
position is serving as a Clothing and Textiles Extension Specialist.  She 
graduated from Iowa State University in 2007 with a PhD in FCS Education 
offered through the Leadership Academy of Family and Consumer Sciences 
Education.  Dr. Shirley also earned a Masters from the University of 
Minnesota, and a B.S. from Iowa State University.  In her current position, 
she strives to challenge teachers to use technology to engage youth in 
learning important life skills.  Visit http://www.clothingandtextiles.org to 
see her research and innovative use of technology first hand. 

 

2:00-2:15  Break 

2:15 – 3:00 Speaker: Vicki Mathews, Department of Human Services, Program 
Coordinator for Better Beginnings Program for Child Care 

High quality child care and early childhood education sets the stage for how 
well our children learn, how they think of themselves and how they interact 
with their world. We as parents, child care providers, educators and citizens 
have a responsibility to make sure all of our children have the very best 
experiences they can. Better Beginnings, Arkansas’s Quality Rating 
Improvement System, has been developed to do just that. 

3:00 – 4:00 AAFCS Business Meeting and Student Section Business Meeting 

Silent Auction and Door Prizes 

http://www.clothingandtextiles.org/
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Registration Form 
 

Arkansas Association of Family and Consumer Sciences  
Annual Conference 

Garrison Activity and Conference Center, HSU, Arkadelphia, AR 

 
Pre-Conference Educational Tour & Luncheon: March 8, 2012 

Annual Conference: March 9, 2012 
 

PROGRAM REGISTRATION:  Complete and return with payment by  
February 24, 2012, to Connie Phelps, Box 7734, HSU, Arkadelphia, AR 71999.  
Please make checks payable to ArAFCS. 
 
Membership Status (please check all that apply. You do NOT have to be a member to attend): 
 
 _____Professional, Member  _____Board Member 
 _____Professional, Non-Member  _____Retiree 
 _____Student, State/National Member _____First Time Attendee 
 _____Student, Non-Member  _____CFCS 
 _____New Member 

 
Name:_____________________________________Phone:_______________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________E-mail:______________________ 
 

Registration Fees 
(Registration fees include conference sessions, lunch on Thursday and Friday, and 

refreshments) 
 

Professional         Fees  Amount 
 

  Full Registration (Pre-Conf  & Conference) $70.00  ______ 
  Thursday Only     $25.00  ______ 
  Friday Only     $50.00  ______ 
 

Student 
  Full Registration    $40.00  ______ 
  Thursday Only     $20.00  ______ 
  Friday Only     $20.00  ______ 
 
        Total Paid ______ 


